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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Screen shot  folder name, file names, dimensions, extensions, file sizes 1 mark 
ws_9999 Cropped to 500 x 1200 1 mark 
 ws_9999 in PNG format 1 mark 

Comment /*  Candidate details at top   */ 1 mark  
table: margin-left:auto 1 mark 
 margin-right:auto 1 mark 
body background-color: #9aabd5 1 mark 
h1,h2,p {   } font-family: Arial 1 mark 
 , Verdana 1 mark 
 , sans-serif 1 mark 
 color: #000000  1 mark 
 All 3 using single selector  1 mark 
h1  {…} text-align:center; 1 mark 
h2, p  {…} text-align:justify; 1 mark 
CSS syntax Correct css syntax 1 mark 
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<!DOCTYPE html> 
<html> 
 <head> 
  <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="m21ocean.css"> 
 </head> 
 <body> 
 
   <table style="width:80%;">  
 
 
    <tr> 
     <td colspan="4" style="height:15%;"> 
       <img src="m21banner.jpg" alt="Banner with the title for the webpage" 
style="width:100%;"> 
     </td> 
    </tr> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 <tr> 
    <td colspan= "3" style="width:75%; height:45%;"> 

       <video width="100%" > 
        <source src="m21spinner.mp4" type="video/mp4"> 
         Your browser does not support this video file type. 
       </video> 
     </td> 
 
     <td rowspan="3"> 
       <img src="ws_9999.png" alt="Image of a whale shark" 
style="width:100%;" /> 
     </td> 
    </tr> 
 
 
 
 
    <tr> 
     <td colspan="3" style="height:10%;"> 
       <p>Above: Spinner dolphins in the Indian Ocean outside North Male 
Atoll in the Maldives.</p> 
       <p>Right: Whale shark in Huvadhoo Atoll in the Maldives.</p> 
       <p>Web page updated by: A Candidate, ZZ999, 9999</p> 
     </td> 
    </tr> 
 
 
    <tr> 
     <td style="width:25%; height:20%;"> 
       <h1>Species</h1> 
     </td> 
     <td style="width:25%;"> 
       <h1>Ocean waste</h1> 

Stylesheet m21ocean.css attached 1 mark 

Table width 80% 1 mark 

Row 2 right rowspan="3" 1 mark 

Row 1 height 15% 1 mark 
 colspan=4  1 mark 

Row 4 cells width:25% 1 mark 
 height:20% 1 mark 

Row 2 left colspan="3" 1 mark 
 width 75% 1 mark 
 height 45% 1 mark 
 video <…> tag used … 1 mark 
 … width="100%" 1 mark 
 source<…> tag used … 1 mark 
 … src="m21spinner.mp4"  1 mark 
 type="video/mp4" 1 mark 
 Appropriate error message 1 mark 
 </video> 1 mark 

Row 3 left colspan="3" 1 mark 
 height:10% 1 mark 

Images width of both still images 100% 1 mark 
 using inline style attributes 1 mark 



0417/31 Cambridge IGCSE – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

March 2021
 

© UCLES 2021 Page 5 of 9 
 

     </td> 
     <td style="width:25%;"> 
       <h1>Contact us to help</h1> 
     </td> 
    </tr> 
 
 
    <tr> 
     <td colspan="4" style="height:10%"> 
       <h2>'Save our oceans' works alongside other marine conservation 
groups to preserve our oceans. We help to protect and preserve the 
ecosystems in our oceans and seas through planned management in order to 
prevent the exploitation of these resources. You can assist us in many 
ways. Start by selecting the 'contact us' link above. 
</h2> 
     </td> 
    </tr> 
 
   </table> 
 </body> 
</html> 

Row 5 height:10% 1 mark 
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Browser view In browser with no letters vis 1 mark 
 Address bar is visible 1 mark 
Table No borders/gridlines visible 1 mark 
Top row m21banner.jpg visible 1 mark 
Row 2 left Video seen 1 mark 
Row 2 right whale shark image placed in right column… 1 mark 
 … rotated through 90° clockwise 1 mark 
 … horizontal reflection 1 mark 
 … with all whale shark visible after crop 1 mark 
Images Aspect ratio of both images maintained 1 mark 
Row 3 Text placed from source file 1 mark 
 Displayed as 2 paragraphs  1 mark 
 Web page updated by: A Cand ZZ999 9999  1 mark 
 … as a new paragraph  1 mark 
 In style p  1 mark 
Row 4 Species | Ocean waste | Contact us to help  1 mark 
 In h1  1 mark 
Row 5 Text from source file in h2 1 mark 
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Footer Last edited by space Name & numbers   1 mark 
 Centre aligned  1 mark 

Rows 2 & 3  Rows deleted, 2020 balance sheet & income 1 mark 
Row 1 48 point centred 1 mark 
 Black sans-serif font 1 mark 
 Yellow background 1 mark 
Row 2 & A4:A19 18 point black sans-serif font 1 mark 
Col A, R 2,7,11,15,19  Grey background 1 mark 
Column A Merged centre aligned 1 mark 
 Vertically aligned middle 1 mark 
Column B Right aligned 1 mark 
Rows 21, 22 Col A and B merged & bold 1 mark 
Formatting Cell borders visible 1 mark 
 $ with 2dp for currency values 1 mark 
Values Single page no row and column headings,  
 fully visible  1 mark 
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C7 =SUM(C4:C6) 1 mark 
 Appropriate function to total each quarter for each region 1 mark 
I4 =SUM(C4:H4) 1 mark 
 Appropriate function to total each month and quarter 1 mark 

C21 =C7+C11+C15+C19 1 mark 
 Appropriate formula to calculate annual total for  
 each region 1 mark 
C22 =AVERAGE( … ) 1 mark 
 … C7,C11,C15,C19  1 mark 
 Appropriate function to calculate quarterly average for  
 each region 1 mark 
 Row & column heads displayed, landscape & fully visible 1 mark 
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