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Exercise 1

Read the article about a book project in Norway, and then answer the following questions.

The Future Library project

In a forest near Oslo in Norway, there’s a tree with a sign on it that reads ‘Future Library’. This tree, 
planted in 2014, is one of a thousand that were planted there as part of the Future Library project. 
The trees will grow until the year 2114, when they will be cut down and turned into paper. The paper 
will be used to publish a set of a hundred new books that will create a library early in the 22nd 
century.

The project was originally the idea of Scottish artist Katie Paterson. She was on a train, drawing 
pictures of trees, when she suddenly thought about the fact that trees can become books in the 
future. She later decided to set up the Future Library project in Norway, after receiving support from 
the Oslo city government. Once a year, from 2014 to 2114, a different author is selected to write a 
new book for the project. The author should ideally be well-known internationally, and needs to have 
demonstrated the ability to inspire people through their writing. There is no payment for taking part, 
but so far, every author Katie has asked has been keen to accept. She believes that the idea of 
being involved in a project with authors who aren’t yet born is a unique attraction for many.

Each year, the name of the selected author is announced in the autumn. The following year, the 
author submits their finished book in the spring, at a public ceremony that takes place in the Future 
Library forest. There are no car parks or metro stops nearby, and the ceremony site can only be 
accessed by hiking through the trees for 30 minutes. The author presents the copy of their new 
book to the organisers in a box that is then stored away until 2114. No one, not even Katie, will 
look at it or read it. Of course, never hearing any criticism of your book is something that appeals to 
many authors! Each Future Library writer also enjoys the benefit of complete freedom to write about 
anything they choose. Their book cannot be illustrated, however, although no one will be able to 
check this, and it must be completely original. These are the only two things they are told to take into 
consideration. 

This collection of unread books is being stored in a specially designed library room in Oslo. It only 
contains a few books at the moment, by writers from different countries including Zimbabwe and 
Iceland. The first book submitted was by Canadian author Margaret Atwood. The second, a 90-page 
story, was only just completed by its British author shortly before the public ceremony. The 2017 
book was by Turkish author Elif Shafak, who, like others, was drawn by the global nature of the 
project. With one new book added each year, the library will slowly grow. When the 100th book is 
added in 2114, they will all finally be published and read for the first time. People might find it hard to 
get hold of a book, though, as only a thousand copies of the collection will be printed.

It will be fascinating to see what happens over the coming decades. Katie admits that people might 
have no interest in printed books in a hundred years’ time. But the writers who’ve got involved so 
far say that to them, the project represents hope. And that gives Katie confidence in its future. She 
sometimes worries whether the forest will survive into the next century. However, to date, the project 
is going to plan, and Katie has been encouraged by everyone’s positive response. 
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1 How many trees will be used to create the Future Library?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

2 What must writers have shown in their writing to be chosen for the project?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

3 What time of year do the writers hand over their new book?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

4 How do people finally reach the Future Library ceremony location?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

5 What instructions is each writer given about the content of their new book? Give two details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [2]

6 What nationality is the writer who finished their book at the last minute?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

7 What concerns does Katie have about the project? Give two details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [2]

 [Total: 9] 
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Exercise 2

Read the article about four young women (A–D) whose jobs involve traditional crafts. Then answer 
Question 8(a)–(h).

Keeping traditional crafts alive

A Femi, leather worker, Nigeria
When I was seventeen, I had no idea what I wanted to do in the future. I knew that getting a degree 
wasn’t really for me, but it was what all my friends were planning to do, so I almost did the same. 
In the end, however, I decided to apply to a local factory that makes leather goods. Leatherworking 
is a traditional trade in my town, and I wanted to be part of it. I’ve been at the factory for five years 
now and find it really rewarding. The factory produces a range of items, including some incredibly 
expensive handbags. It always amuses me when I tell people what I do. They can never understand 
the attraction of working in a traditional industry for a young person like me. 

B Meilin, wedding dress maker, China
My first job was teaching maths. The job was well-paid and secure, but I soon realised I wasn’t 
happy. I’d always dreamed about being a dressmaker, so one day I made up my mind to resign. 
When I told the headteacher that I’d decided to learn how to make qun kwa – the traditional wedding 
dresses that are popular in this region – she looked at me in astonishment. I now have my own 
wedding dress shop that my parents helped me to set up, and I love it! I sell a variety of designs, 
from detailed handmade dresses to very simple ones. Everyone should have the chance to wear 
a traditional dress on their wedding day, no matter what they earn. These dresses are part of our 
culture.

C  Mila, wooden clog maker, the Netherlands
Clogs are traditional wooden shoes that have been worn in my country for hundreds of years, 
although they’re mostly produced for tourists nowadays. Last year, I got a job at a clog-making 
factory in my town. At the time, I wasn’t particularly interested in clog making, but I liked working with 
wood. Now, I’m finding it really satisfying to develop my creative skills, so I plan to stay for a while. 
I’ve also realised that traditional crafts like clog making have an important place in the modern world. 
Increasingly, people want to buy well-made shoes that last, not cheap shoes that fall apart and get 
thrown away as household waste after a few months. Wooden shoes are beautiful and I’m really 
proud when I’ve made a good pair.

D Varsha, basket maker, India
I became interested in basket making while I was a university student. I worked part time at a craft 
museum and it was there that I happened to notice a poster advertising a one-day basket-making 
course. I was free that day, so thought I’d give it a go. What I hadn’t expected was how quickly I’d 
pick it up and how relaxing it was. It soon became my new hobby. After graduating in environmental 
science, I was unemployed for a while. I’d assumed my degree would lead to a good career, but 
there were no suitable jobs available, so I started teaching basket making. It’s a craft that seems 
to be gradually disappearing – if only more young people would take it up and start to value their 
cultural traditions more.
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8 For each question, write the correct letter A, B, C or D on the line.

 Which person …

 (a) is enjoying learning to be more artistic? .......... [1]

 (b) enjoys seeing the reactions of others at finding out what her job is? .......... [1]

 (c) suggests that her craft benefits the environment? .......... [1]

 (d) believes that it’s important to produce items for all budgets? .......... [1]

 (e) expresses concern about the future of her particular craft? .......... [1]

 (f) admits that she was never interested in going to university? .......... [1]

 (g) says that she left a good job to do something she loved? .......... [1]

 (h) says that she first discovered her craft by chance? .......... [1]

 [Total: 8] 
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Exercise 3

Read the article about a new sports activity called slacklining, and then complete the notes.

Could slacklining be your new hobby?

Last year, my school introduced some new 
sports. We already had good cricket and 
athletics teams, but the teachers wanted to 
offer us some new activities, one of which was 
slacklining. This involves balancing on a narrow 
piece of strong material that is tied above the 
ground between two trees or posts – the aim 
is to walk along it without falling off. I started 
learning a few months ago. I love the challenge 
of learning a new skill and I’m now a regular 
slackliner!

Slacklining was developed in the 1980s by two climbers in the USA. They wanted something 
interesting to do when they couldn’t go climbing, and slacklining seemed perfect as they could 
practise in their local park. It often involves being outside in nature, which is a big part of its attraction 
for me.

My first slacklining lesson wasn’t easy. I spent the first ten minutes just trying to step up onto the 
line – my legs couldn’t stop shaking and my head was telling me it was impossible. When you’re 
trying slacklining for the first time, you need to position the line near the ground, as you’ll probably 
keep falling off. Fortunately, for our first lesson our teacher gave us a useful tip, which was to make 
the line as tight as possible. After twenty minutes of practising, I finally managed to step onto it! 
Suddenly, I realised I’d been concentrating so hard that I’d forgotten about anything else. Now, I find 
that slacklining is a great way to reduce stress, which is something I really value.

After a couple of lessons, I was quite good at standing up on the line and was ready to try walking 
along it. Again, there was a lot of falling off, but fortunately, we’d remembered to place the slackline 
above flat ground. Doing that is something to bear in mind so that you don’t hurt yourself if you 
fall off. My friend was learning with me and she couldn’t stop laughing! Even though it can be an 
individual sport, I’m not that keen on doing it on my own. For me, it’s all about having fun with other 
people. We later found out that while you’re still learning it’s also beneficial to add a ‘helpline’ – a 
rope that’s tied above head height to hold onto for balance.

As you get better, there are all sorts of ways you can develop your slacklining skills. Although most 
people should put up a short slackline for their initial attempts, there are many options available to 
experienced slackliners. Longer slacklines can be 30 metres in length, so they move a lot and are 
hard to balance on. Waterlines, as the name suggests, are positioned above water – using these is 
particularly difficult if the water is moving as this confuses the eye. And highlines are ones that can 
be set up at great heights, so they require complete balance and concentration. 

I haven’t tried any of these more advanced options yet, but I’m getting better and better. One thing 
I hadn’t expected is that my muscles are getting much stronger. That gives me a real sense of 
satisfaction, as does the feeling that my overall balance is improving. It takes a lot of practice, but 
the fact is that anyone can try slacklining. Why not give it a go?
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You are going to give a talk about slacklining to your class at school. Prepare some notes to use as the 
basis for your talk.

Make short notes under each heading.

9 What appeals to the writer about slacklining:

•  ...............................................................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................................................

•  .........................................................................................................................................  [4]

10 Advice for setting up slacklining equipment for beginners:

•  ...............................................................................................................................................

•  ...............................................................................................................................................

•  .........................................................................................................................................  [3]

[Total: 7] 
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Exercise 4

11 Read the article about bonsai, which are trees usually grown in pots so they are very small in size.

 Write a summary about how to care for bonsai. 

 Your summary should be about 80 words long (and no more than 90 words long). You 
should use your own words as far as possible.

 You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your summary, and up to 6 marks for the style and 
accuracy of your language.

Beautiful bonsai

My passion for growing bonsai trees started twenty years ago 
when I was studying in Japan. The family I was living with had a 
collection of tiny, old bonsai in pots that had been given to them 
by their grandparents. For the family, growing these plants was not 
just about caring for something precious – it was about creating 
something beautiful. Before long, I was a bonsai fan too!

My first bonsai wasn’t a great success. To make a bonsai grow 
into an attractive shape, you need to cut the branches every 
year. I was a beginner though, so this first tree ended up quite 
ugly! I tried again and my second bonsai was much better, so 
I grew more. I made mistakes, of course. Like many people,
I planted my bonsai in ordinary soil at first, but I soon realised it was better to add small stones to 
the soil. I also learned how to lift a bonsai out of its pot to cut its roots, which helps prevent it from 
becoming too big.

Once a bonsai has a shape you like, looking after them becomes more straightforward. Only water 
them when they’re nearly dry, so it shouldn’t take up too much time. Just remember to feed them 
once a month or so – this is now part of my regular routine, and seems to work well. Like many 
bonsai fans, I’m a member of my local bonsai society. That’s where I learned how important it is 
to use good quality tools, for example. It’s also where I’ve made many new friends who share my 
passion.

I’m happy with my trees now, although I have nearly lost one or two of them. Last December, one 
of my favourites almost died in the freezing temperatures. If you’re going to grow bonsai outside, 
it’s essential to protect them in the winter months. And you have to treat any diseases immediately, 
whatever the season. After twenty years, I wouldn’t say I’m an expert, but I definitely know a lot more 
about bonsai now than I did before.
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Exercise 5

Competition

12 Your school is running a competition to find the best idea for a business that could be started by 
teenagers. One of the competition rules is that you must enter together with another student.

 Write an email to a friend about the competition.

 In your email, you should:

• describe what your business idea is

• explain what you have to do to enter the competition 

• say why you think your friend is the best person to enter with.

 The pictures above may give you some ideas, and you can also use some ideas of your own.

 Your email should be between 100 and 150 words long.

 You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your email, and up to 6 marks for the language 
used.
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Exercise 6

13 Your school recently held an art exhibition to show students’ artwork. Your teacher has asked you 
to write a report on the exhibition. 

 In your report, say what was good about the exhibition and suggest how it could be improved next 
year.

 Here are some comments from other students:

 

There were lots of different types of art.

Everyone was really proud of their work.

The art wasn’t displayed well.

The exhibition should last more than one week.

 Write a report for your teacher.

 The comments above may give you some ideas, and you can also use some ideas of your own.

 Your report should be between 100 and 150 words long.

 You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your report, and up to 6 marks for the language 
used.
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