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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 

the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range 
may be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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Task 1 – Stage_ Spreadsheet formatting 

  
 
 

Formatting All 3 headings  Consistent larger sans-serif font (than body text) 1 mark 
  White text 1 mark 
  Black background 1 mark 
 Row 1 Cells D1 to AW1 merged 1 mark 
  … left aligned 1 mark 
 C3 Text wrapped as shown 1 mark 
 Cells C3–C16 Centre aligned 1 mark 
 Cells A4–A16 Merged 1 mark 
  Vertically centre aligned 1 mark 
  Horizontally centre aligned 1 mark 
  Text wrapped as shown 1 mark 
  Text rotated 90 degrees anti-clockwise 1 mark 
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Stage_ZZ999_9999 B18   =SUM(B4:B16) 1 mark 
 C18 Appropriate label … e.g.Total journey time 1 mark 
 D18 =SUM(D4:D16) 1 mark 
 C19 Appropriate label e.g.Arrival time 1 mark 
 D19 =D2+D18 1 mark 
  Both formulae replicated from D18/19 to AW18/19 1 mark 
 C20 Appropriate label e.g. % of stages a bus was late 1 mark 
  Rows 1–16 Appropriate formatting labels and times 1 mark 
 D20  Appropriate formatting to the % cell 1 mark 
 D20 =SUM(AX4:AX16)/  1 mark 
   COUNT () 1 mark 
   D4:AW16 1 mark 

Task 2 – Stage_ Journey Times 



9626/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 6 of 36  
 

 

 
 
  



9626/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 7 of 36  
 

 

   
 
  



9626/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 8 of 36  
 

 

  
 
  



9626/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 9 of 36  
 

 

  
 
  



9626/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 10 of 36  
 

 

  
 
  



9626/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 11 of 36  
 

 

 
 
  



9626/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 12 of 36  
 

 

   
 
  



9626/02 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2020 

 

 

© UCLES 2020 Page 13 of 36  
 

 

 
  

AX4 Separate sheet or part of sheet used 1 mark 
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Cumulative expected totals (may be in column B) 1 mark 

Row 5 Reference to row 4 1 mark 
 Time for stage added to cumulative  1 mark 
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AX4 =COUNTIF( 1 mark 
 D4:AW4 1 mark 
 ,">"& B4) 1 mark 
 Replicated AX4 to AX16 1 mark 
AX3 Appropriate label in AX3 e.g. Number of times a bus was late 1 mark 
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Conditional formatting Cell range D4 to AW16 only conditional formatting 1 mark 
 Cell value =B4 … 1 mark 
 … absolute referencing applied to B only 1 mark 
 … yellow background 1 mark 
 … black text 1 mark 
 Cell value >$B4 1 mark 
 … red background 1 mark 
 … white text 1 mark 
 Cell value <$B4 1 mark 
 … light green background 1 mark 
 … dark blue text 1 mark 
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Task 3 and 4 – Arrive_ Spreadsheet 

 
 
  

Arrive Spreadsheet Arrive_ZZ999_9999 Spreadsheet duplicated and saved as Arrive_ZZ999_9999 as a second sheet in the workbook 1 mark 
  Black background changed to blue 1 mark 
  Rows 18–20 deleted 1 mark 
   Cells A4:A16  Text changed to: Expected length of journey to this town        1 mark 
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Arrive Spreadsheet Cell B4 =B3  relative reference 1 mark 
  +Stage_!  1 mark 
  B4  relative reference 1 mark 
  Replicated B4 to B16 1 mark 
 
 Cell D4  =SUM(…)  1 mark 
  Stage_!  1 mark 
  D$3 absolute & relative reference 1 mark 
  :D4  relative reference 1 mark 
  ,Arrive_! +Arrive_! 1 mark 
  D$2  absolute & relative reference 1 mark 
  Replicated D4 to AW16 1 mark 
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Conditional formatting Cell range D4 to AW16 only conditional formatting 1 mark 
 Cell value <= 1 mark 
 D$2  1 mark 
 + $B4 1 mark 
 Black text on light green background 1 mark 
 Other conditional formatting removed 1 mark 
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Task 5 – Video file TBC_  
 

 
 
Task 6 – Image file TBC1_ 
 

 
 
Task 7 – Video file TPT_ 
 

 
 
  

Video TBC Image ratio of software set to 16:9 1 mark 
 Resolution 854 × 480 1 mark 
 All sound removed from the clip 1 mark 
 First 12.5 seconds removed 1 mark 
 Clip trimmed to 2 seconds 1 mark 
 Speed of the clip halved so it lasts 4 seconds 1 mark 
 Clip saved in mp4 format as TBC_ZZ999_9999.mp4 1 mark 

Image TBC1 Still image extracted from last frame 1 mark 
 Saved as TBC1 in suitable file format 1 mark 

Video TPT Split into 3 sections … 1 mark  
… after 3 seconds 1 mark 
… and 4.5 seconds (will appear as 4.2) 1 mark 
Middle section speeded up … 1 mark 
… ×1.25 speed 1 mark 
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Tasks 8 and 9 – Video file TVideo_ 
 

 
 

Video TVideo_ 0 seconds: Title background set to 20-Bus.jpg 1 mark 
 2 seconds name of company placed 1 mark 
  Background image remains 1 mark 
  Tawara Bus Company 100% accurate 1 mark 
  Text in sans-serif font of appropriate size 1 mark 
  Bottom left of screen  1 mark 
  Yellow text 1 mark 
 4 seconds  subtitle appears 1 mark 
  Title and bg retained with no adjustment/movement 1 mark 
  Professional & Punctual 100% accurate in bottom right  1 mark 
  Set as an appropriate subtitle 1 mark 
  Audio clip TBC starts 1 mark 
 8 Seconds  TPT Clip placed as specified with text removed 1 mark 
 (17) seconds Title background set to 20-NewBus.jpg 1 mark 
  Top of image cropped … 1 mark 
  … to remove blue roof 1 mark 
 (21) seconds 20-OldBus.jpg placed 1 mark 
 (23) seconds 20-Bike.jpg placed 1 mark 
 (25) seconds video clip TBC placed 1 mark 
 (29) seconds TBC1 placed 1 mark 
  Still image from TBC1 as background for credits 1 mark 
  Credits in right half of screen. 1 mark 
  Credits scroll up the screen 1 mark 
 Credits include Edited by: Candidate details in appropriate format 1 mark 
  Filmed by: TMBvideo 1 mark 
  On location in Tawara 1 mark 
  Produced for: Tawara Bus Company 1 mark 
 Appropriate blank line(s) as spacing between credits 1 mark 
 All text is a large easily read font with good contrast 1 mark 
 Appropriate length for credits 1 mark 
 Movie exported / saved in mp4 format 1 mark 


